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WHEREAS, young people will be the stewards of our communities, nation and world in 
critical times, and the present; and 
 

WHEREAS, future well-being of our society requires an involved, caring citizenry with 
good character; and 
 

WHEREAS, concerns about the character training of children have taken on a new sense 
of urgency as violence by and against youth threatens the physical and psychological well-being 
of the nation; and  

 
WHEREAS, more than ever, children need strong and constructive guidance from their 

families and their communities, including schools, youth organizations, religious institutions and 
civic groups; and 

 
WHEREAS the character of a nation is only as strong as the character of its individual 

citizens, and the public good benefits when young people learn that good character counts in 
personal relationships, in school and in the workplace; and 

 
WHEREAS scholars and educators agree that people do not automatically develop good 

character and, therefore, conscientious efforts must be made by youth-influencing institutions 
and individuals to help young people develop the essential traits and characteristics that 
comprise good character; and 

 
WHEREAS character development is, first and foremost, an obligation of families, 

though efforts by faith communities, schools, and youth, civic and human service organizations 
also play a very important role in supporting family efforts by fostering and promoting good 
character; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JAMES E. RISCH, Governor of the State of Idaho, do hereby 

proclaim October 15-22, 2006, to be  
 

C H A R A C T E R  C O U N T S  W E E K   
 

i n  I d a h o .  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of 
Idaho at the Capitol in Boise on this 5th day of October in 
the year of our Lord two thousand and six and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred thirty-first and of the Statehood of Idaho the one 
hundred seventeenth. 
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